THE  DECADENCE   OF  THEOLOGY

is a thrice-told tale. Lecky has written it in his his-
tory of Rationalism, Draper has written it, Andrew
White has written it, and is lately adding his " New
Chapters." Not one foothold has science gained
without a struggle. Not one province has theology
given up till it was compelled to. But step by step
it has been forced to retreat, till at least four fifths
of its territory is now occupied by its great rival*
Magic and sorcery and alchemy and astrology are
given up as idle dreams; witchcraft and hobgoblins
and even the good devil are delusions of our fathers.
The belief in miracles is narrowed down, among
Protestants, to a very small span of history, namely,
the New Testament miracles, and even these will
probably soon be given up. The medical practi-
tioner no longer uses charms or amulets of fantastic
remedies; he is no longer fighting against evil spirits
or seeking to thwart the will of God- The belief
in the devil theory of insanity only lingers here and
there in a few minds. The president of one of our
colleges lately declared, in print, his belief in the
theory. Some of the religious journals have pro-
tested against the lati experiments of the govern-
ment to compel rain, showing a remnant of the old
theological idea that rain is a special providence*
Probably the same type of mind is shocked at the
audacity of the lightning-rod man; to be consistent
it ought to discountenance the umbrella man as
well, since to shed the electric fluid by aid of the
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